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professonals aadossthe state of Nebraska of

current findings from social sciencereseach
that could impad the delivery of servicesto children and
famili es. Summearies of recent articles from acalemic
journals (and accasionaly bodk chapters) onthe aeas of
child protedion and juvenil e justice ae the focus, with
smaller sedions reserved for annourcements and websites
of interest. Other topicswill beincluded in speda isaies
asneeded. Citations are provided in the format used by the
American Psychdogicd Association (APA), and are
avail able through many university libraries. The RAP
Sheet isfunded in part by the State of Nebraska
Department of Hedth and Human Services System.
Comments and suggestions are dways welcome and can be
sent to the ditors or faaulty advisor.

ISSON STATEMENT
M The RAP Sheet isintended to inform

® HOUSING ASS STANCE, PROBLEM SOLVING AND
SOCIAL KILLSTRAINING MAY BENEFIT
NEGLECTFUL MOTHERS
Two groups of single mothersin rural and uban Georgia
were compared: 95 mothers who provided adequate
supervisionfor their children and 37motherswho dd na
(asjudged by child protedive services). Although the two
groups were similar in terms of income level andrace
there were important diff erences that may help to explain
their parenting behaviors. Moathers providing inadequate
supervision were more likely to have had howsing
problems (multi ple moves, hamelesaess etc.), wereless
motivated to take cae of their children, and were less
skill ed at problem-solving and socia interadion. Their
findings suggest that housing asgstance and training in
problem-solving and socia skill s could pgsitively impad
mothers at risk of negledful behavior.

Cootey, C. (1998. Home done axd cher
inadequately supervised children. Child Welfare, 77, 291
310.

m POVERTY ISSUES ARE OFTEN INVOLVED IN
REUNIFICATION FAILURES
Using Department of Socid Services (DSS filesfor San
Diego Courty, this dudy examined famili es whose
children had been removed from the home for longer than
72 hous between April, 1990,and October, 1991 ,and
who hed been reunified. The analysis was designed to
identify fadors that were associated with re-referra to
DSS or re-entry into the foster care system, after
reunification. The fadors with the most impad appeaed
to be poverty and poverty-related isaes (e.g., inadequate
housing, recept of pulic asdstance negled, etc.)
suggesting that social serviceworkers soud spedficdly
addressthese isaues with reunified famili es, making
referralsto aher service providers as necessary.

Jones, L. (1998. The socia and family correlates
of succesul reunificaion o children in foster cere.
Children and Youth Services Review, 20, 305323.

® |NVOLVEMENT IN SERVICE PLANNING
INCREASES FOSTER PARENT SATISFACTION

This article reported the results of amail survey of 1160
current foster parentsin New York in 1993. Foster parents
who hed in-person contad with caseworkers rated their

own involvement in service planning higher than foster
parentswho dd na report having such contad. Foster
parents who felt they were more involved in service
planning were more satisfied with their experience
Although the findings refleded orly the experiences of
current foster parentsin New Y ork State who returned the
survey, implications are suggested. Including foster
parentsin service planning adiviti es, and faceto-face
contad (rather than simple phore mntad) with
caseworkersis likely to increase foster parents
satisfadion, which may lead to better retention (these links
may be espedally true for foster parents caring for
“spedal neals’ children). Finadly, preservicetraining for
foster parents in service planning may be helpful.

Sanchirico, A., Lau, W.J., Jablonka, K., &
Rus<ll, S.J. (1998. Foster parent involvement in service
planning: Does it increase job satisfadion? Children and
Youth Services Review, 20, 325346.

m CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE ARE AT HIGH RISK
FOR MENTAL HEALTH PROBLEMS
Children in foster care and aher out-of-home placements
are a significantly higher risk for avariety of mental
hedth problems (emotional, behavioral, socidl,
educaional, and developmental). Thisis due mostly to a
combination d fadors. the mntext surroundng the aisis
andtransitionto ou-of-home cae, the cndtions
occurring prior to the transiti on (including parental
substance duse, family violence, negled, etc.), and
charageristics of the dnild and family. The aithors
suggested a framework for the delivery of mental hedth
services for these dhildren based onthreephases:
prevention-evaluation, treament, and maintenance
Mental hedth services for these famili es soud be
integrated within the total social service system, focus on
prevention as well as treament, be tail ored to the spedfic
nedls of the child/family, and ke of adequate duration.
More spedfic suggestions are included within the aticle.
Schneiderman, M., Connas, M.M., Friboug, A.,
Gries, L., & Gonzdes, M. (1998. Menta hedth services
for children in ou-of-home cae. Child Welfare, 77, 29
40.

® CHILDHOOD PHYSCAL OR SEXUAL ABUSE
INCREASESLIKELIHOOD OF GANG INVOLVEMENT
Using surveys from 2358students in the 6th through 12h
grades, these aithors examined the cnredion between
maltreament and gang involvement in a midwestern
schod district. Being physicdly or sexualy abused (or
baoth) increased the likelihoodthat ayouth had been
involved in agang fight. Thisrelationship held true even
after taking into acourt the df eds of gender, grade,
raceethnicity, and family structure. Although severa
parental variables (suppat, communication, supervision,
andinterest in child’'s education) were dso related to these
youths' gang involvement, the relationship between
maltreament and gang involvement was dronger. The
authors suggest that prevention d maltreament may be a
more df edive means of deaeasing gang involvement than
intervention after maltreament has occurred.

Thompson, K. M., & Bragen-Antrim, R. (1998.
Y outh maltreament and gang involvement. Journal of
Interpersonal Violence, 13, 328345.
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® CHILDHOOD ABUSE OR NEGLECT INCREASES
THE LIKELIHOOD OF LATER VIOLENT CRIMINAL
BEHAVIOR

These reseachers examined juvenile and adult criminal
records of 1575 people— 908 d whom had been
mealtreaed at or before the age of 11. Resultsindicaed
that although the majority had nofamily history of
criminality, physicdly abused or negleded children had a
higher likelihood d being arrested for violent crimein
adolescence and adulthood. In addition, individuals who
had been physicdly abused or negleded were more likely
to be arested yourger, and to be arested more often than
those who hed na been maltreaed. The aithors suggested
that intervention reeds to occur as ealy as possble for
physicaly abused and regleded children, espedally for
thase who have behavior problems, and those who cycle
through foster homes.

Widom, C.S,, & Maxfield, M.G. (1999. A
prospedive examination d risk for violence anong abused
and regleded children. Annals of the New York Academy
of Sciences, 794, 224237.

m [INCARCERATED FEMALE OFFENDERS HAVE
THREE TIMES THE RATE OF MENTAL DISORDER AS
INCARCERATED MALES

Inthisarticle, it was foundthat out of 173youth off enders
(121 males and 52females) housed in a state ingtitutionin
Ohio, 2% of males and 84 of females had some type of
mental disorder. Considering these high percentages, the
authors suggested that institutional staff need to be @leto
reaqognize symptoms of depresgon, anxiety disorders,
psychatic disorders, and suicidal tendencies. In addition,
youthsininstitutions sioud be evaluated to seeif
psychotherapy and/or medicaion are gopropriate. Lastly,
it is auggested that our justice system, which has been
traditionally centered onmales, needsto broaden its focus
to include knowledge &ou females who engage in
delinquent behavior in order to improve prevention and
intervention programs.

Timmons-Mitchell, J., Brown, C., Schulz, S.C.,
Webster, S.E., Underwood,L.A., & Semple, W.E. (1997).
Comparing the mental hedth neels of female and male
incarcerated juvenil e delinquents. Behavioral Sciences
and the Law, 15, 195202.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!

»Family Violence Corference. May 26-27, 1999,
University of Nebraska-Lincoln. This conferenceis
sporsored by UNL’s Family Research and Policy
Initiative. Six nationally known experts regarding family
violencewill discussthe aurrent state of knowledge @ou
family violence For more information cal Chris
Wiklund, 402.472.3479

» Y 2Kids: Proteding Nebraska' s Children and Familiesin
the 21st Century. October 26-29, 1999Keaney, NE.
This gatewide onferenceis gponsored by the Governor’s
Commissonfor the Protedion d Children andthe
Nebraska Court Improvement Projed andis being planned
by the faaulty at the Center on Children, Famili es, and the
Law. A number of nationaly recognized speakers and
trainerswill addressmany aspeds of child abuse and
negled. Protedion and Safety workers, administrators,
attorneys, judges, law enforcement personrel, hedth care
providers, educaors, and pdicymakerswill beinvited to
attend. Plan to betherefor al or part of what shoud be a
gred training oppatunity with coll eegues from acossthe
state. For more information cdl Chris Wiklund,
402.472.3479

WEBSITES TO BOOKMARK

The foll owing websites are very helpful in providing
current information:

+Child Welfare League
www.cwla.org
+Children’s Defense Fund
www.chil drensdefense.org
*National CASA
www.nationalcasa.org
«American Bar Association Center on Children & the
Law
www.abanet.org/chil d/
+Officeof Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
www.ncjrs.org/ojjdp/
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